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DimIkp, tlm IhNlirnnro pri'slilrnt. I Hit
ilniiKlilnr, Ulnlm. nmploys Cm lit Kenm-dy- ,

flin fnmdilN mli-ntlM- ili'lwUvi, t try In
iiiirnvnl tho rnynlTy. What ICi'titn-il- y ne
( oinplldirn In lolil hy IiIn frli-tn-l .Iiimuhiiii,
a nnwspnjirr mini. I'nrnKMl nt tlw (Inter,
mlnnl effort which I'.lulnn niiit CrulK Kim
tiftty nrn iimhlne to put iin to IiIn
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utrntiKn erlmlnnl In known, rrNorlw tn nil
xortN of tho tmmt tllnliitllcnl ncIiciik'n to
put thrm nut of Ihn wny Kuril rlmpter
of the Ntnry IxIIn of n mw plot nnlnl
their IIvi-- nml of th way I hi great

iini-- nil IiIn xMII tn suvn HiIn pret-
ty Klrl nml hlmnelf from ilenth,

THIRTEENTH EPISODE

THE DEVIL WORSHIPERS.
Elalno wns sontcd In tho drawing

room with Atitit Josephine one nftor-noo-

wlicn tier Inwyor, I'rrry Hen-ni'l- t,

dropped In unexpectedly.
Ho had linnlly greeted thorn when

tho butler, Jennings, In hln usunl Im-

passive innuner nnnotincoil that Aunt
Josephlno wna wanted on tho tele-
phone

No sooner worn Elaine ntul Hennett
nlono thnn Elaine, turning to him. ox-- c

In I mod:
"Last night I dronmod thnt fnthor

enmo tn mo nml told mo thnt If I

would glvo up Kennedy ami put my
trust In you, I would find tho Clutch-
ing 1 Intnl. 1 don't know whnt to think
of It."

nennntt, who hnd hoon listening In-

tently, tnovi'd over nearer to Klnlno
nnd bent over her.

"Klnlnc," he snld In n low tone, hln
remarkable eyoH looking straight Into
her own, "you immt know thnt I lijve
you. Then give mo tho right to pro-tee- t

you. It wnn your fnther'H dearest
M I believe, thnt we should mnrry,

Let mo share your dangers nnd I

Hwenr thnt sooner or Inter there will
bo nu end to the Clutching 1 Intnl.
(llvo me your nnswor, Elnltic," he
urged, "nnd mnko mo tho happiest
iimn In nil tho world,"

Klnlno listened, nnd not unsymra-thettcnll-

n8 Hennett continued to
plead for her nnswer.

"Wnll n llttlo while until tomor-row,- "

sho replied linnlly.
"1Ct It ho nn you wUh, then,"

ngrcod Hennett quietly.
He took her hand nnd kissed It

An luatnnt Inter Aunt Josephine re-

turned. Elnlno, unstrung hy what
had happened, excused herself nnd
went Into the library.

Involuntarily, her mind traveled
bnck over tho rnpld succession of
events of tho pnst few weeks nnd
tho pnrt thnt she hnd thought, nt
leant, Kennedy hnd come to piny tn
her life.

Then sho thought of their recent
mlsundorstnudlug. Might there not
bo some txltnplo explanation of It. aft-

er nil. which sho had missed? What
should hIio do?

She solved the problem by taking
up the telephone nnd nsklug for Ken-
nedy's number.

I wns chnttlng with Craig In his
Moratory, nnd, nt tho same time
wus watching him In his experimental
work. Just ns n cnll came on the tele
phoo, ho wns pouring some nltro
hydrochloric ncld Into a test tube to
complete a reaction.

The telephone tinkled nnd he laid
down the bottle of ncld on his desk,
while he moved n few steps to answer
Ihe call.

Whoever the speaker was, Craig
seemed deeply Interested, and, not
knowing who wns talking on tho wire,
1 wns engcr to learn wholhor It was
nnyono connected with tho case of
the Clutching Hand.

"Yes, this Is Mr. Kennedy." I heard
Craig sajr.

I moved over toward him nnd whU
pored eagerl). "In there anything
nowr

A little Impatient at being Interrupt
ed. Kennedy waved mo off. U oc
cur red to me that ho might need
pad and pencil to make a note of
some Information, and I reached over
tho desk for thorn.

At I did so my arm Inadvertently
otruck tho bottlo of acid, knocking It
over on tho top of tho desk Its con
tenta streamed out saturating tho tele- -

phono urtres before 1 could prevent tt
In trying to rtRht tho bottlo my hand
came In contact with tho acid hlch
burned like liquid fire, and I cried out
In Pln.

Craig hastily laid down tho re-
ceiver, seUed mo abd rushed mo to
tho back of tho laboratory, vrhero ho
drenched my hand with a neutralU
In it IIquW.

Ho twund ap the wounds caused by
the acid, which proved to bo slight.
after all and then returned to tho tele- -

phono.
To hta evident annoyance, ho dls

covered that tho acid had burned
through tho wires and cut off all con
nectlon.

At the of ad of the lino. Elaine
waa listentoi. Impatiently for a r- -

por.e to hr first eager words of In
tattlnv She was astonished to find,
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All Korlgn Might If rvt4

nt Innl, thnt Kennedy hnd nppnrcntly
loft tho tolnphouo without nny expla-
nation or apology.

"Why ho rnng off," hIio oxctnlmod
nngrlly to lionelf, an ulm liuug up tho
receiver ami loft tho room,

In tho center of n dovtoiiH nnd wind
ing wny, qtilto unknown to nil except
thoiiii who knew tho Inuermnnt Hocretn

f the ChlueHo qunrtur, nml oven un
known to the police, there wnx u dingy
tenement limine, nppnrently Inhabited
by linrd-worklti- Chinamen, but In ro--

llty tho hondqunrturs of tho notorl- -

oiih devil wornhlperH, n nect of nntnn- -

iHtn, banned oven In tho Celciitlal urn
plro.

Tho followcrn of the cult cnmprlHod
boiiio of tho moHt dnngeroiiH ChlnoRn
crlmlnnls, thtiKH nnd nHHnnHlnn, ho- -

tden n number of dnngeroiiH chnrnc- -

torH who helongud to viiHouh Chlncno
Hecrot nocletlen. At tho head of thin
formidable organization wmt Long Bl"
the high prlont of the devil god, nnd
.ong Hln hnd, nH wo know, nlrcndy

Joined forc.cn with tho iiotorloun
Mutchlng Ilntid.

Tho room In which tho uncanny rltett
f tho ilevlt worMhlnetH were conduct

ed wan ntnrgo npartment decornted In
ChlnoHo nlylo, with highly colored por- -

rnltH of Homo of the devil ileltlett and
oHtly Milken linnglngH. HohIiIo n Inrgo
nls depended a huge ChtneKo gong.
On the dnlH Itnelf Htooil, or rather

snt, nn ugly figure covered with nonio
nort of metallic plating. It almost
coined to bo tho mummy of a Chlnn- -

man covered with gold lenf.
Into thin room enmo Hln nt- -

tired In an elaborate silken robe. He
ndvnnoeil nnd kotowed before the

nlH with Its Htrnnge llgure, ami Inld
lown nu offering beforo It.

Thin porformnnro wnw wltnesned by
wonty or thirty Chlnnmen who knelt

In the rear of the room.
At the same time nn aged Chinaman

carrying n prayer wheel entered tho
dace nnd. after proBtrntlng hlmwelf

devoutly, placed tho liuichlno on n
sort of low stool or tabourotto and
began turning It slowly, muttering.

A few momenta Inter Long Sin, who
had been bowing beforo tho metallic
llguro In deepest reverence, suddenly
prang to his feet. His glazed eye nnd

excited manner Indicated that ho had
received a messago from tho lips of
tho strnnge god.

The worshipers who had prostrated
themselves, In nwe nt tho sight of their
high priest In the unholy frenx.y. nil
rose to their feet nnd crowded for-

ward.
Long Sin struck several blows on

the resounding gong and then raised
his voice In solemn tones

"Kslng Chau. tho Terrible, demands
a consort. She Is to be foreign fair
of faco and with golden hair"

t tho same time. In a room of tho
adjoining house, tho Clutching Hand
himself wns busily engaged In mak
ing the most elaborate preparations
for some nefarious scheme which his
fertile mind had evolved. ,

Tho room had been fitted up as a
medium's seauco parlor. I

Two of tho Clutching Hand's most
trusted confederates and a hard-face-

j

woman of middle nge, dressed In plain
black, were putting tho tlnlshlng
touches to this apartment, when their
chief entered

Clutching Hnnd goied nbout tho
room, now and then giving an order (

or two to make more effective tho
setting for tho purpose which he had
In mind.

Finally ho nodded In approval and
stepped over to tho tlreplace where I

logs were burning brightly In a grate.
Pressing a spring In the mantelpiece.

the master criminal effected an Instant
tmnstormatlon The logs In tho tire- -

place, still burning, disappeared Imme-
diately through tho bottom of the brick
tiling and a tuctnl sheet covered them
An nperturo opened at tho back, as If
by magic.

Through thla opening Clutching
Hand made his way quickly aud dis
appeared.

Emerging on tho other stdo of the
peculiar fireplace, Clutching Hand
pushed aside a curtain which barred
tho way and looked into tho Chlneto
temple, taking up a petition behind
tho metallic figure on tho dais.

Tho Chinamen had by this time fin-

ished their devotions, If such they
might be called, and tho last one was
leaving, whtlo Long Sin stood nlono
on tho dais.

Tho noise of the departing sat&nlsts
had scarcely died away when Clutch-
ing Hand stepped out.

"Follow me." ho ordered hoarsely,
setting Ljng-- Sin by tho arm and lead-
ing htm tway.

They paasod through tho passage-
way of tho fireplace and, having sl

the seance room, Clutching Hand
ber&n. hrteflv. irltnlrn- -. ...r, tVin.mv nnrMta
of the preparations that had been
mado. Long Sin wagged his head in
volublo approval.

Elalno wan standing In the library
gating Adly at Konnody'a portrait,
thinking over recent events and abovo
all tho rebuff over the teloptwo which
ihd supposed sho had recotved.

Jennings entered with a card on a
aalvor. Elalno took it nnd Baw with
surprise the name o( her caller:

MADAME SAVETSKY,
Medium.

Iloneath tho engraved name wore
tho words, written In Ink: "I hnvo a
meHHiigo from tho spirit of your fn-

thor."
"Yes, I will sco her," cried Elnlno

ongurly, In responso to tho butler's In-

quiry.
Hho followed Jennings into tho

room and there found herself
fnco to fnco with the hnrd-tciuure-

woman who had only a fow moments
beforo loft tho Clutching Hand. I

Elnlno looked rnthur than spoko her I

Inquiry.
"Your father, my denr," purred tho

medium, with a great protonco of sup-
pressed excitement, "appeared to mo
tho other night from tho spirit world.
I wnn In n trairce nnd he asked mu to
deliver n message to you."

"What wan tho message?" nBkcd
Elnlno breathlessly, now aroused to
Intense Interest.

"I must go Into n tranco again to get
It," replied tho Insinuating Suvetsky,
"nnd If you llko I enn try tt nt once,
provided wo can be loft nlono long
enough."

Heated In her chair, tho medium
muttered wildly for a fow moments,
rolled her eyes and with somo con- -

viiIhIvo movements pretended to go In
to n tranco.

Suddenly tho curtains woro pulled
aside nnd Aunt Josephlno and Don
nett, who hnd Just como In, entered.

"I can do nothing here," exclaimed
Havotnky, starting up and looking
about severely. iou must come to
my ncanco chamber whero wo shall
t.ot bo Interrupted."

"I will," Bnld Klnlno, vexed at the
Intrusion at thnt moment. "I must
hnvo thnt message I must."

"WIiiU'h nil this, Klnluu?" demanded
Aunt Josephine.

Hurriedly, Klnlno poured forth to
her aunt nml Dennett tho story of the
medium') visit and tho promised rues
sago from her father iu llio other
world.

Aunt Josephine, who was not one
cattily to be Imposed on, strongly ob
Jeeteil to Klnluo'ti proposal to nccom
pauy SavetHky to the seance chamber,
but Klalne would not be denied.

"It might bo safe for Elalno to go,"
Hennett linnlly nuggeuted to Aunt Jo
sephine, "If you nnd I nccuinpuuled
her."

A few momenta Inter, In tho Dodge
car, Klalue. the medium and her two
oscortB started (or tho Chinese qaur
tors.

At the house the medium opened the
door with her key nnd ushered in her
three visitors.

Entering the room, the medium nt
onco prcparefl for tho sennce by pull
Ing down tho window shades.

Suddenly nu Indistinct faco wns Boon
to be peering through tho black cur
tnlns. A voice, deep, ncpulchrnl, was
heard In slow nnd solemn tones.

"I nm Eeko the spirit of Taylor
Dodge. I will glvo no message until
one named Josephlno leaves tho
room."

No sooner had the words been ut
tered than tho medium enmo writhing
out of hwr trance.

"What happened?" she asked, look
tug nt Elnint.

Elaine reported tho spirit's words,
"Wo can get nothing If your aunt

stays here," Snvetsky added, Insisting

!
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Elaine Is Hurried Through trie Hid-
den Passage In the Fireplace.

that Aunt Josephine must go, 'Your
father cannot speak while she Is pres-
ent."

Aunt Josjphlne. annoyed by what
sho had heard, Indignantly refuted to
go and was deaf to all Elaine's plead-
ing.

I

"I think it will be all right." finally
acquiesced Hennett, seeing how bent

i

Elaine was on securing the message.
"I'll stay and protect her."

Aunt Josephine Anally agreed. "Very
well, then," she protested, marching
out of tho room in a high stato of
Indignation.

She had scarcely left the houte.
however, when sho began to suspct
that all was nnt n it riurht tn h In

I . . i.i.. l.j - - ... .,aw, n lunt uuu uu rruui'i uvmrrru
to her than he decided to call on
Kennedy and she ordered the chauf-
feur to take her as quickly as possible
to tho laboratory.

t
Kennedy had not boon In tho labo- -

ratory all the day after y expafV
ence with the acid, and I was iatpa.
tlently awaiting bis arrival. At last

there camo a knoek nt the door nnd I

opened It hurriedly Then was n me
songer boy who lmndod me n nolo I

tore It open. It from Kennedy
and rend 'i shall probbl be awa
for two or three- d Call hp Klnlno
nnd tell her lo howum of n certain
Aludaiiie Suvetk '

1 was Kt tit pustllttg oer Ihe note
and wns Just nbout to evil up Klalue
when the spooking tube ns blown
ami to my surprise I h'MMd that It was
Aunt Josephine who Ud called.

"Where Is Mr. Kenned. " she nsked.
greatly agitated.

"He has gone nwa for a few days."
replied blankly. "Is ther. nn thing
can do?"
She was very excited and hsstllv re

lated what hnd hnpptwd at the p.irlor
of the medium.

"Whnt was her luuue?" t cried nnx
lously.

"Mndamo Snvetsky." she replied, to
my surprise

Astounded, I picked up Craig's note
from tho desk and handed It to her
without n word. She read It with
breathless eagerness.

"Como back there with me, please,"
she begged, almost frantic with fear
now, "Something terrible may have
happened."

Aunt Josephlno had hardly left Sn-

vetsky when tho trnnce wns resumed.
Suddenly, from the mysterious shad-

ows of tho cabinet, there nppenrcd the
spirit of Long Sin, whose death
Elalno still believed sho had caused
when Adventuress Mary had lured her
to the npnrtment.

Elnlno was trembling with fenr at
tho apparition.

As before, a strnnge voice sounded
In tho depths of tho cabinet nnd ngntn
a messago wnu heard, In low, solemn
tones:

"I nm Kekn, and I hnvo with me
Long Sin. Ills blood cries for veu- - I

genncc."
Elaine wns overcome with horror nt

the words.
Then n dim, ghostly llgure, appar-

ently thnt of Iong Sin, nppenred
With nrms outstretched, the figure

glided from tho cabinet nnd nppronched ,

Elnlno. Sho shrank bnck further
In fright, too horrified even to screnm,

At tho Hnmo moment, the medium
drew n vnpor pistol from her dress,
nnd, nn the ghost of Long Sin leaped
nt Klnlnc, Snvetsky darted forwnrd
nnd shot n stream of vnpor full In
Henuett'H face.

Hennett dropped unconscious, the
llghtn In the dnrkened room flashed

'up, nnd several of the men of the
Clutching Hnnd rushed In. I

Quickly tho flreplnco wns turned on I

Its clovorly constructed hinges, re-

vealing tho hidden pnssago.
Heforo nny effective resistance could

ho mndo, Elalno and nennett were
hustled through tho passage, securely
bound, nnd placed on n divan In n
curtNUned chnmber bnck of tho nltar
of tho devil worshipers.

U wnn at thnt moment thnt I. little
dreaming of what had been taking
place, nrrlved with Aunt Josephine nt
fflio house of tho medium.

Sho nnswered my ring nnd admitted
us. To our surprise, the sennce room
wns empty.

"Where Is the young lady who wns
here?" I nsked.

"Miss Dodge nnd tho gentleman Just
left n few minutes nco," tho medium
explained, ns we looked nbou.

I hnppcned to notice n torn hnndker-chie- f

lying on the tloor. H flashed
over me thnt perhaps It might nfford
a clue

As I passed It. I purposely dropped
my soft lint over It and picked up tho
hat securing tho hnndkerchlef with-

out nttractlng Snvctsky's nttentlon.
Aunt Josephine was keen now for

returning home to find out whether
Elnlno was there or not. No sooner
had she entered the car and driven off,
thnn I exnmlned tho handkerchief. It
was torn, as If It had been crushed In
the hand during a struggle and
wrenched away I looked closer. In
the corner was the Initial "E."

That was enough. Without losing
another precious moment 1 hurried
nround to tho nearest police station,

Tho sergeant detailed several
roundsmen and a man In plain clothes,
nnd together we returned to the house,
laying n careful plan to surround It
secretly, while the plainclothes man
and I obtained admittance

Meanwhile, the Chinese devil wor-

shipers had again gathered In their
cursed temple and Long Sip, In his
priestly robe, appeared on the dais.

The worshipers kotowed rever-
ently to him. while at the back again
stood the aged Chinaman patiently
turning his prayer wheel.

Two hrarlers. or smoke pots, had
been placed on the dais, one of which
Iong Sin touched with a stick caus
ing it to burst out Into dense fumes.

Standing before them, he chanted
In nasal tones: "The white consort of
the great Kslng Chnu has been found
It is his will that she now be made
his "

As he finished intoning the menage.
Long Sin signaled to two young China-me- n

to go Into the anteroom A mo-

ment later they returned with Elaine
Frightened though the was. Elaine

made no attempt to struggle, even
when they had cut her bonds.

They carried her up to the dale, tod
now Long Sin faced her and ttrsly
ordered her to kotow c the Frue-tom- e

metallic flrure
She refused but iniuaUy the China-

men seiz4 her trra as.4 twitted H.
until they had coai-tlle- d &r 16 ff.ll
to her kat--si

Having forced hr to ktev. Loac
Sin trad to the Uifartlfed Jrll

i d&acert.
"With aaric tad nre dra&i h

cbistod, "the fbtil be t3t.it to ;tu

beyond nnd her body encased In pro-- i

tons aolil shall be the consort of Kslug
Chnu forever and ever"

With callous deviltry. Ihe oriental
satanlsts tniiilo every arraiigi'menl for
embalming and preserving the body

of Klnlno.
Al Inst all seemed to be In readiness

to proceed
"Hold her." ordered l.ong Sin In gut-lur-

Chinese, to the two attendants,
ns he approached her.

lAHig Sin held In hln hand n small,
profusely derorated pot from which
smoke wns escaping. An he ap-

proached ho passed this receptacle un-

der her noso once, twice, three times,
tiradnally Klalne fell Into uncon-

sciousness.

While Klnlno was fnclng denth In

Ihe power of the d'vll worshipers. 1

hnd reached the house of Snvetsky
next door with the police, nml the
plncr had been quietly surrounded.

With the plainclothes man. n during
nnd Intelligent fellow, I went to the
door nnd rung the bell.

"Whnt enn I do for you?" naked the
medium, ndmtttlng us.

"Myfrlend here." I pnrleyed, "Is In
grent business trouble. Cnn your con
trolling spirit give him ndvlco?"

Snvetsky set to work prepnrlng tho
room for a sennce. As she moved over
to the window to pull down tho shades

Elaine Is Forced to Kotow to

sho must have caught sight of ono or
two of tho polcemcn wno hnd Incau-
tiously exposed themselves from tho
hiding plnco In which I had disposed
them beforo wo entered. At any rate,
Snvetsky did not lose a Jot of her

composure.
"I'm sorry." slio remnrked merely,

"but I'm nfrald my control Is weak
nnd ennnot work todny."

She took n step toward tho door,
motioning uh to leave. Neither of us
paid nny attention to the hint, but re-

mained seated as we hnd been be-

fore.
Almost before 1 knew whnt she was

doing, sho made a dash for something
In the corner of the room. It was
time for open action, and I seized her
quickly.

My detective wns on his feet In an
Instant.

"I'll tnko caro of her." he ground
out. seized her wrists In his vlsellke
grnsp. "You glvo tho signal."

1 rushed to tho window, threw up
the hhado and opened tho sash, wnv-In- g

our preconcerted sign and turned
again toward tho room.

With a sudden accession of desper-
ate strength, Savetsky broke awny
from the plnlnclothes man nnd again
attempted to get at something con-

cealed on the wall. I had turned Just
In time to fling myself between her
and wnatever object she had In mind.

As the detective took her again nnd
twisted her arm until sho cried out
In pain, I hastily investigated the wall
Sho had evidently been attempting to
prees a button that rang a concealed
boll.

What did It mean?

Elaine, now completely unconscious,
w&s being held by the Chinamen,
while her arm was smeared with
sticky, black material from tho caul-
dron of Long Sin.

Suddenly the aged Chinaman with
the prayer wheel stopped his lnces.
sant. impious turning, and. rislnc. held
up his band ai If to command ntten- -

tlon.
"Thli Is nonsente." ho cried In a

loud voice. "Why should our great
Kslng Chou desire a white devil? I, a
great-grandfathe- demand to know."

Shaking with rage. Long Sin d

the Intruder oft the dais. Hut
the aged devotee refuted to go.

Throw him out," he ordered his

For answer, as tho two young
Chinamen approached, tho old China-aa- n

threw them down to the
floor with a quick Jlu-Jitt- movement.

Forlorn now boyond oxpreai,lon.
Long Stn stepped forward. He solzod
the Urd and queue of the Intruder.
To his utter amazement they came
ofi'

It ww Kennedy.
"ith his automatic drawn beforeta ttocuhed devil dancer eould;eorr themitlvei, Craig stood atMY.

LS Sla leaped behind the bit
Trl AlJ Chl rushed forto fa I a, Kennedy shot the

I of Lone Slit's attendants nnd
struck down the other with n blow.

Kfiiiiieilv Hiizeil Elaine s yielding
hotly, mid. pushing back the curtain to
the anteroom, succeeded In gaining It

anil locking the door into the main
temple.

Hennett wan still lying on Ihe lioor
tightly bound. With u few deft cuts
with n ChlnoHo knlfo which he had
picked up, Kennedy released him.

At the same time Chinamen were
trying to batter down the door. Kir,
iiedv's last bulwark. It v. an swaying
under their repeated blows.

While Kennedy wnH Uiub besieged
by the devil worshlpeis In the ante-
room, severnl policemen nnd detectives
gnthered In tho Bcnnco room with us,
next door, whero SnvetHky wub hold u

delimit and muto prisoner.
I hud discovered the bell and. tnklng

thnt iib a guide, I Blurted to trace the
course of a wire which ran ulongfildo

the wall.
To the fireplace I traced the bell

and, In pulling on the wire, I luckily
pressed a secret spring. To my nmnr.c-mw- it

the whole ilreplnce nwung out
of sight nnd dtoclcscd a secret

I looked through It.
It was nlmost nt that precise Instant

that the door of the anteroom burst
open nnd the Chinamen swarmed In,

tho Gruesome Metallic Figure.

urged on by the Insane exhortations of
Long Sin.

To my utter nmazemcnt, I recog-
nized Kennedy's voice.

In tho llm onslaught Craig shot one
Chlnnman dead, then closed with tho
others, slashing right nnd left with the
Chinese knife he had picked up.

Dennett came to his aid. but wns
immediately overcome by two China-
men, who evidently had been detailed
for that purpose.

Meanwhile Kennedy and the others
engaged In n terrible life and

death struggle.
Finally. Long Sin. seizing a Inrgo

, leaped upon Kennedy
from the back ahd threw It over hla
hoad, almost suffocatfhg him.

It was Just as tho Chinese was about
to overpower him that 1 led the po-

lice and detectives through the
of the fireplace.

it was a glorious fight that followed.
Hut Long Sin nnd his Chinamen wero
no match for the police and were soon
completely routed, the pollco striking
furiously In all directions and clearing
the room.

Instantly Kennedy thought of the
fair object of all this meroe. Ho
ruBhed to tho divan on which ho had
placed Elaine.

As she opened her eyes for nn In-

stant she gazed ut Crnlg, then at Hen-
nett. Still not comprehending Just
whet had happened, she gave her hnnd
to Bennett. Hennett lifted her to her
feet nd slowly assisted her as she
tried to walk away.

Kennedy watched them, more stupe-
fied than If he had been Btruck over
the head by Long Sin.

I'ollco nnd detectives were now tak-
ing the enptured Chlnnmen away, ns
Hennjtt. his arm about Elaine, led her
gently out.

A young ditectlvo had slipped tho
bracelets over Long Sin's wriBt, nnd I
was standing beside him.

Kennedy. In a dnzo nt the sight of
Elaine nnd Hennett. passed us, scarce-
ly noting who wo were.

As Crnlg collected hla scattered
forces Long sin motioned to him, as
If he hnd a message to deliver.

Kenned., frowned suspiciously. H&
was about to turn away when tho Chi-
naman began pleading earnestly for a
chance to say n few wordH.

"Step uslde for n mntninl von fpl- -

lows, won I you. n ease?" he nsked I

will hoar what you have to say, Lons
Sin."

Sin looked nbout craftily.
"What Is It?" prompted Craig, see-

ing that at last they were all alone.
Long Sin again looked nrouud.
"Swear tlmt I Will pn fron nml nnt

I suffer" ho whispered, "and I will be- -

uie great Hutching Hand."
Kennedy mulled tho Chinaman

keenly for a moment. Then, seeming
ly fcatisfh.,1 with tho scrutiny, ho uod-e-

ftowly lissom
As Craig did so. I saw Long Sin lean

over a ml whKp(T Into Kennedy's car.
flB started back In horror and sur-

prise.
(TO 1113 CONTINUED.)


